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FOREWORD. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Guildford. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  a number  of  cases  of 
Sonne  Dysentery,  mostly  in  the  Bushy  Hill  and  Burpham  areas: 
cases  of  this  disease  occur  from  time  to  time  in  all  communities, 
but  Guildford  had  been  remarkably  free  from  it  for  the  previous 
few  years.  The  cases  were  not  related  to  unsatisfactory  living  or 
school  conditions,  and  in  fact,  our  findings  were  that  in  almost  all 
cases  the  standards  in  the  homes  involved  were  excellent,  and  there 
were  no  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  the  schools  concerned. 

The  ice  and  snow  which  held  Britain  in  its  grip  for  the  first 
ten  weeks  of  1963  will  long  remain  an  all  too  vivid  memory  for 
all  of  us:  for  the  elderly  and  the  sick,  and  for  those  who  had  to 
visit  them  in  their  own  homes  to  give  them  medical  and  nursing 
care  and  domestic  help,  it  was  a time  of  great  difficulty,  with  fuel 
shortages,  frozen  pipes  and  bursts  to  cope  with:  but  every  difficulty 
was  cheerfully  and  willingly  overcome,  greatly  to  the  credit  of 
those  concerned.  Here  a word  of  praise  is  due  to  the  overworked 
plumbers  in  the  Borough  who  worked  unceasingly  in  homes, 
schools,  clinics  and  elsewhere,  to  repair  the  ravages  of  the  frost, 
and  did  a very  fine  job.  During  the  very  cold  weather,  there  was 
very  little  infectious  illness,  but  after  the  thaw  there  were  a lot  of 
minor  respiratory  infections,  together  with  some  influenza  and 
gastric  upsets. 

Measles  was  widespread  from  April  to  August,  571  cases  being 
notified  during  these  five  months:  these  cases  went  on  later  in  the 
year  than  usual.  Research  continues  into  the  production  of  a 
satisfactory  measles  vaccine  designed  to  prevent  this  disease,  and 
one  such  vaccine  has  given  satisfactory  results  in  clinical  trials, 
but  it  is  not  yet  available  to  Local  Authorities. 

The  Borough  Council  made  Byelaws  with  respect  to  Hair- 
dressers and  Barbers  under  Section  77  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1961,  and  these  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  June,  1963.  The 
standard  of  hairdressing  establishments  in  the  town  was  found,  on 
survey,  to  be,  in  general,  higher  in  Guildford  than  in  many  towns: 
the  trade  is  to  be  congratulated. 
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The  only  remaining  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  Borough 
closed  during  the  year,  and  the  premises  were  put  on  the  market. 
It  became  necessary  in  August  to  obtain  an  Order,  under  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  from  the  Magistrates  Court  for  the 
removal  of  one  old  person  to  a Welfare  Home. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  decided  to  discontinue  the 
making  of  charges  in  certain  conveniences,  an  enlightened  step 
which  is  undoubtedly  much  appreciated  by  the  public,  and  is  in 
keeping  with  modern  trends.  Another  factor  influencing  the 
Council  was  the  high  cost  of  repairing  and  renewing  locks,  which 
are  constantly  being  damaged  by  the  public,  as  is  so  much  public 
property  these  days,  unfortunately.  This  is  a lamentable  and 
short-sighted  policy  on  the  part  of  the  public:  the  cost  of  repairs 
has  to  come  out  of  their  pockets  in  the  end,  and  oft-repeated 
damage  ultimately  leads  to  withdrawal  of  facilities.  However, 
from  the  health  angle,  every  effort  should  be  made  by  the  Council 
to  maintain  and  in  fact  improve  facilities  in  public  conveniences, 
especially  the  provision  of  hot  water,  soap  and  towels  where  these 
are  not  already  provided. 

One  item  of  interest  which  occurred  in  the  autumn  was  the 
sale  of  minced  beef  containing  a chemical  designed  to  improve  the 
appearance  of  the  beef:  this  was  brought  to  light  because  two 
families  who  ate  mince  from  the  same  shop  one  day  were  taken 
ill  and  their  General  Practitioner  reported  the  matter  to  the  Health 
Department.  The  Department’s  report  to  the  Council  received 
much  national  publicity  in  the  press,  and  on  radio  and  television. 
Similar  incidents  were  reported  elsewhere,  and  as  a result  of  the 
publicity,  representations  by  this  and  other  authorities,  and 
questions  in  Parliament,  the  Minister  has  since  made  regulations 
prohibiting  the  use  of  such  substances. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  paid  a visit  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  to  see  the 
extended  and  reconstructed  works  in  operation:  there  is  no  doubt 
that  such  a visit  by  members  of  a Committee  are  a source  of 
encouragement  to  the  staff  concerned,  who  appreciate  the  Com- 
mittee’s interest  in  their  work. 

A visit  to  North  Street  by  the  Mobile  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
for  three  weeks  resulted  in  4,127  people  over  15  years  of  age  having 
an  X-ray  of  their  chests:  this  a service  which  all  should  patronise 
when  the  opportunity  arises,  particularly  adolescents  over  15  years 
of  age,  and  people  over  40. 

The  subject  of  Fluoridation  of  Water  Supplies  received  much 
publicity  during  the  year,  and  was  discussed  by  the  Borough 
Council  on  more  than  one  occasion.  The  Council  decided  in  favour 
of  fluoridation  in  February,  and  reaffirmed  their  earlier  decision 
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in  September,  after  the  County  Council  had  asked  all  Local 
Authorities  in  Surrey  for  their  latest  views.  The  County  Council, 
as  Local  Health  Authority,  are  the  body  responsible  for  deciding 
whether  or  not  fluoridation  shall  take  place:  at  present  they  have 
decided  to  defer  making  a decision  until  the  outcome  of  proposed 
legal  proceedings  at  Watford  are  known. 

Housing  is  a matter  which  all  agree  is  of  utmost  importance: 
unfortunately,  new  Council  properties  did  not  come  along  very  fast 
during  the  year,  and  there  are  more  families  waiting  in  unfit  houses 
to  be  re-housed  than  one  would  like  to  see.  However,  the  pros- 
pects for  the  ensuing  year  are  brighter.  The  Bright  Hill  area  is  one 
of  the  major  areas  where  the  Council  decided,  during  the  year,  to 
undertake  redevelopment  as  soon  as  practicable. 

This  survey  of  the  work  of  the  Department  would  be  incom- 
plete without  mention  of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Perry,  Chief 
Health  Inspector  of  the  Borough  for  21  years,  who  finished  duty 
on  14th  September,  1963,  on  appointment  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  Mr.  Perry  served  the  Council  loyally  and  well  for  all 
this  time:  he  was  enthusiastic  and  untiring  in  his  efforts,  especially 
in  regard  to  improvement  grants,  food  hygiene,  and  infectious 
disease.  As  his  Chief  Officer,  it  is  a privilege  and  pleasure  to 
acknowledge  his  loyal  support  and  help  to  me,  and  also  to  Doctor 
Belam,  my  predecessor. 

Mr.  Reeve,  formerly  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  at 
Cambridge,  was  selected  from  a strong  field  as  Mr.  Perry’s 
successor,  and  took  up  duty  on  1st  November.  He  has  the  good 
wishes  of  all  in  his  new  appointment,  in  which  we  wish  him  every 
success  and  happiness. 

In  conclusion,  may  I express  my  very  real  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  to  all  the 
members  of  the  Council,  for  their  support  and  interest,  which  is 
always  a great  encouragement.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Dr. 
Richards,  Mr.  Perry,  Mr.  Reeve  and  all  the  staff  of  the  Department 
for  their  loyal  help  and  support.  To  my  colleagues  in  other  Depart- 
ments I take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  my  indebtedness. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  B.  R.  FINN. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  7,322. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population,  mid  1963, 
civilian  and  members  of  the  Armed  Forces.  Total:  54,340. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  and  flats  (end  of  1963),  according  to 
the  Rate  Books:  17,247. 

Rateable  Value  on  31st  March,  1964:  £3,699,359. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (at  31st  March,  1964):  £14,350. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births — 

Number  

Rate  per  1,000  population  

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  

Stillbirths — 

Number  

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates — 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week 
combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) — 

Number  of  deaths  

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


864 

15.1 

5.1 

18 

20.4 
882 

17 

19.7 

19.5 

22.7 

13.9 

10.4 

30.6 


The  general  Birth  Rate  for  Guildford,  15.1  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  was  higher  than  the  figure  for  1962  (14.9).  The  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  18.2. 


The  general  Death  Rate  for  the  Borough  was  10.4  per  1,000 
of  the  population,  while  the  National  figure  was  12.2:  the  Guild- 
ford figure  is,  therefore,  much  lower  than  the  National  one. 


Deaths.  As  last  year,  very  nearly  three-quarters  of  all  deaths 
occurred  in  those  aged  65  or  over:  79%  of  all  female  deaths  and 


6 


66%  of  all  male  deaths.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  was 
appreciably  lower,  being  588  in  1962  and  654  in  1961:  it  might 
have  been  thought  that  the  severe  and  prolonged  cold  spell,  lasting 
11  weeks  at  the  beginning  of  1963,  would  have  aggravated  the 
death  rate,  especially  in  elderly  people,  but  in  fact  this  was  not 
the  case  so  far  as  Guildford  is  concerned.  There  was  a remark- 
able freedom  from  infectious  complaints  during  the  cold  spell. 

Just  over  50%  of  all  deaths  were  due  to  Diseases  of  the  Heart 
and  Arteries,  the  biggest  single  group  being  due  to  Coronary 
Thrombosis  (102  deaths  mostly  over  the  age  of  65). 

Cancer  remains  unfortunately  the  second  largest  cause  of 
death,  being  responsible  for  over  20%  of  all  deaths  (130)  and  as 
deaths  from  other  causes,  e.g.  infectious  diseases  and  chest  diseases, 
are  being  gradually  reduced,  the  proportion  of  people  dying  of 
cancer  shows  a rise.  Lung  cancer  caused  30  deaths,  all  but  seven 
in  males:  this  shows  no  change  from  1962.  Cigarette  smoking, 
especially  if  over  15-20  per  day,  has  been  shown  to  be  a factor  in 
the  causation  of  lung  cancer  and  bronchitis,  and  is  probably  so 
in  the  case  of  coronary  thrombosis. 

There  are  still  too  many  deaths  from  accidents:  while  those 
from  motor  vehicle  accidents  went  up,  those  from  other  accidents, 
including  those  in  the  home,  showed  a sharp  increase  from  7 to  19, 
and  occurred  at  every  age  range.  These  figures  emphasise  the 
importance  of  the  work  of  those  engaged  in  Accident  Prevention 
work.  There  have  been  no  maternal  deaths  in  Guildford  since 
1957,  a tribute  to  those  engaged  in  Obstetric  care. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  gives  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 
Guildford’s  Rate  was  19.7,  compared  with  the  National  figure  of 
21.1:  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  usually  regarded  as  an  indica- 
tion of  the  standard  of  care  of  expectant  mothers  and  of  infants  in 
an  area,  and  of  social  circumstances  in  general;  one  would  like  to 
see  a greater  difference  between  the  local  and  the  national  rate, 
such  as  Guildford  has  usually  had  in  past  years. 

Twelve  deaths  occurred  under  one  month  old:  there  were 
six  deaths  due  to  prematurity,  as  against  four  in  1962.  Seven 
infants  died  from  congenital  defects,  one  from  influenza  and  one 
from  pneumonia,  and  the  remainder  from  various  causes. 

Old  People’s  Welfare.  The  elderly  people  of  Guildford  con- 
tinued to  be  well  cared  for  during  the  year  by  the  various  organi- 
sations, including  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council  and  the 
W.V.S.,  and  also  by  private  individuals  who  have  given  voluntary 
service  in  this  worthwhile  work,  for  which  more  helpers  are  still 
needed. 
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Mention  must  be  made  here  of  the  magnificent  and  unselfish 
work  performed  for  so  long  as  Secretary  of  the  Guildford  Old 
People’s  Welfare  Council,  by  the  late  Mrs.  Rhoda  Harris  who 
died  in  1964.  Many  well-deserved  tributes  have  already  been  paid 
to  her;  this  is  just  one  more  sincere  and  humble  tribute  to  a great 
lady. 


Geriatric  Social  Worker.  Miss  Toomey  carries  on  her  good 
work  in  the  geriatric  field  and  during  the  year  visited  231  new 
patients  in  the  Borough  and  made  a total  of  1,709  visits  to  these 
and  former  patients  (1,756  in  1962).  Her  work  is  made  much 
more  difficult  by  the  shortage  of  beds  for  the  elderly  sick  in 
Hospitals  and  for  the  elderly  infirm  in  County  Welfare  Homes. 
Another  source  of  grave  concern  is  the  impossibility  of  recruiting 
enough  Home  Helps,  without  whom  the  Domiciliary  services,  on 
which  the  Government  continually  place  increasing  responsibilities, 
cannot  function  properly. 

Day  Hospital.  This  continues  to  serve  a most  useful  purpose 
in  providing  physiotherapy,  occupational  therapy,  and  general  re- 
habilitation of  mind  and  body  to  the  sick,  old  and  the  physically 
handicapped,  who  attend  one  or  more  days  per  week  for  varying 
periods. 

Meals  on  Wheels.  The  W.V.S.  delivered  10,094  meals-on- 
wheels  in  1963,  an  increase  of  1,442  on  the  previous  year,  75  people 
being  served.  The  early  part  of  the  year  tested  the  W.V.S.  to  the 
full,  owing  to  weather  conditions,  but  every  meal  was  delivered. 
No  application  has  been  refused. 

Family  Planning  Association.  Family  Planning  Clinics  are 
held  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  (Out-patient  Department)  every  Monday 
from  5 — 6.15  p.m.  and  every  Friday  from  6 — 7.30  p.m.  Appoint- 
ments are  required  and  all  details  may  be  obtained  from  the  Hon. 
Secretary  at  27,  Harvey  Road,  Guildford  (Telephone  4235). 

Marriage  Guidance  Council.  The  Guildford  Marriage  Guid- 
ance Council  Headquarters  are  at  234,  High  Street.  Applications 
for  appointments  may  be  made  with  the  Appointments  Secretary 
(Telephone  No.  Guildford  5856).  The  aims  of  the  Marriage 
Guidance  Council  are  to  restore  to  normal  those  marriages  which 
are  threatened  by  one  cause  or  another  with  disruption.  This 
highly  confidential  work  can  only  be  undertaken  at  the  direct 
personal  request  of  the  parties  concerned.  Advice  in  the  form  of 
group  teaching  and  discussion  may  be  obtained  by  couples  about 
to  enter  matrimony.  Educational  Group  Counselling  is  also  being 
carried  out  by  means  of  discussion  groups,  talks,  informal  meetings 
and  day  conferences  at  schools,  youth  clubs,  etc. 
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Laboratory  Facilities.  The  excellent  service  provided  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Guildford,  under  the  control  of  Dr. 
Cook,  continues  to  be  of  great  value  to  those  engaged  in  Preven- 
tive Medicine.  In  addition  to  his  normal  duties,  Dr.  Cook  is 
keenly  interested  in  the  research  side  of  this  work  and  articles  by 
him  appear  from  time  to  time  in  the  bulletins  of  this  service. 
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Guildford  Deaths  in  1963 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  Lungs  

1 

— 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

2 

1 

3 

10. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  

8 

5 

13 

11. 

„ Lung  and  Bronchus  

23 

7 

30 

12. 

„ Breast  

— 

9 

9 

13. 

„ Uterus  

— 

5 

5 

14. 

„ other  areas 

31 

40 

71 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes  

3 

1 

4 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

25 

33 

58 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

53 

49 

102 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

3 

5 

8 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease  

17 

42 

59 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  

14 

11 

25 

22. 

Influenza  

1 

3 

4 

23. 

Pneumonia 

24 

22 

46 

24. 

Bronchitis 

28 

7 

35 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

6 

2 

8 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

3 

3 

6 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

2 

1 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

3 

— 

3 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations  

3 

4 

7 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ... 

28 

25 

53 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

3 

2 

5 

34. 

All  other  Accidents  

13 

6 

19 

35. 

Suicide  

4 

— 

4 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

303 

285 

588 

Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the  Year  1963 
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Ambulance  Service.  This  service  is  under  the  Surrey  County 
Council,  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  carrying  out  the  duties 
as  agents. 


The  following  figures  summarise  the  duties  performed  during 
1963: — 


Corps  and  Ambulance 

No.  of 
Members 

Public 

Duty 

Hours. 

Transport 

Hours. 

Hospital 
and  Clinic 
Hours. 

Miscel- 

laneous 

Hours. 

Divisions 

80 

808 

957* 

— 

1,439* 

Nursing  Divisions  ... 

53 

622 

3,113 

370 

220 

Cadet  Divisions 

154 

874* 

27 

90 

270 

287  2,304*  4,097*  460  1,929* 


First  Aid  Cases  treated  on  Public  Duty  63 

First  Aid  Cases  treated  off  Public  Duty  24 

Medical  Comforts  loaned 931 

Civil  Defence  Members  14 

National  Health  Service  Reserve  Members 16 


Miscellaneous  duties  include  Lectures,  etc.,  to  Girls’  Life  Brigade  and 
Youth  Movements,  and  also  training  of  Civil  Defence  personnel. 


Transport  Doties. 

Six  Ambulances,  five  Sitting  Case  Vehicles  and  one  Mobile  Dressing 
Station  for  Public  Duties. 

Number  of  patients  removed:  — 

Patients.  Mileage. 

For  Surrey  County  Council 32,371  174,768 

Number  of  emergency  cases  1,517 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Queen’s 
District  Nurses  employed  by  the  Surrey  County  Council  and 
living  at  the  Queen’s  Nurses’  Home,  Stoughton.  There  is  also  a 
Male  Nurse  whose  services  are  most  useful.  Part-time  District 
Nurses,  living  in  their  own  homes,  are  being  increasingly  employed 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  whole  time  District  Nurses  and  Midwives. 

Children  Nursed  by  District  Nurses 

Transferred 

No.  of  .Cases.  Visits  Paid.  to  Hospital. 


Measles  

3 

9 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

3 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

8 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

7 

1 

Other  Diseases 

49 

161 

1 

56 

188 

3 

District  Cases. 


Visits 


Midwifery — 

Domiciliary  Deliveries  

Transferred  from  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  ...  140 

Transferred  from  Jarvis  Maternity  Home  ...  19 

Transferred  from  Mount  Alvernia  Nursing 

Home  ...  1 

Transferred  from  Shoreham-on-Sea  ...  1 


Transferred  from  Woking  Maternity  Hospital  1 


Ante  Natal  Clinics 

Number  of  Sessions  49 

Number  of  General  Practitioner  Sessions  ...  32 

Number  of  Attendances  ...  520 

Number  of  Bookings  125 

Relaxation  and  Mothercraft  41 

General  Work  


Cases 

99  3,829 


162  269 


954  29,620 


Maternity  Provision.  Fifty-four  maternity  beds  are  provided 

at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital.  At  this  Hospital  a total  of  1,574  births 
took  place  in  1963  (1,456  in  1962). 


Mount  Alvernia  Nursing  Home  offers  17  maternity  beds  and 
during  1963  a total  of  436  births  took  place  there  (431  in  1962). 


At  the  Jarvis  Maternity  Home  (13  beds)  a total  of  275  births 
took  place  in  1963  (282  in  1962). 

There  were  2,285  institutional  births  (778  residents  and  1,507 
non-residents).  In  all,  there  were  2,388  births  in  Guildford  in  1963. 

Notification  of  Births.  During  the  year  445  male  and  399 
female  births  to  residents  were  notified,  a total  of  853  (818  in 
1962).  There  were  18  stillbirths,  one  more  than  in  1962. 

Births  to  residents  took  place  as  follows:  — 


St.  Luke’s  Hospital  

532  . 

Jarvis  Maternity  Home  

159 

88.5% 

Mount  Alvernia  Nursing  Home 

64  1 

Home  

98 

11.5% 

853 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  (see  inside  back  cover). 

Hospital  Provision.  The  South  West  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board  maintain  two  Hospitals  in  Guildford — 
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(i)  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  with  389  general  beds  (including  6 private 
beds).  Accommodation  exists  for  general  medicine,  general 

surgery,  obstetrics  and  gynaecology,  paediatrics  (including 
premature  infants),  dermatology,  geriatrics  and  radiotherapy 
of  all  kinds.  Facilities  for  training  exist  for  Nurses  for  the 
S.R.N.  and  Part  1 S.C.M.,  also  for  Laboratory  Technicians 
and  Radiographers.  The  Hospital  is  a Regional  Centre  for 
Radiotherapy. 

(ii)  The  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  has  an  official  bed  comple- 
ment of  240.  An  average  of  175  beds  were  occupied  daily 
throughout  the  year:  11,576  patients  made  40,498  attendances 
and,  in  addition,  25,836  patients  attended  the  Casualty  Depart- 
ment. The  Hospital  carried  a staff  of  Specialists  in  all 
branches  of  medicine  and  surgery,  with  the  exception  of 
gynaecology,  paediatrics  and  dermatology. 

Supervision  of  Nursing  Homes.  The  only  Nursing  Home  in 
Guildford  is  Mount  Alvernia,  which  offers  thirty-nine  general  and 
seventeen  maternity  beds,  and  during  1963  dealt  with  696  general 
and  455  maternity  patients,  some  of  the  latter  being  delivered  else- 
where. A close  liaison  is  kept  with  this  Home,  and  it  is  inspected 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

All  infectious  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  normally 
admitted  to  Ottershaw  Isolation  Hospital,  though  some  go  to 
Green  Lane  Hospital,  Famham,  and  occasionally  elsewhere. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  Year  1963 

Total  cases  Oases  admitted 


Scarlet  Fever  

notified. 

9 

to  hospital. 

Pneumonia  

12 

5 

Measles  

645 

5 

Whooping  Cough  

14 

3 

Erysipelas  

4 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

6 

1 

Sonn6  Dysentery 

96 

8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

2 

— 

Bacterial  Meningitis  

1 

1 

' • • • 

789 

24 

There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  Notifica- 
tions of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1963  (789)  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year  (139),  this  higher  figure  being  due  almost  entirely 
to  the  number  of  measles  notifications. 

As  will  be  seen,  Sonne  Dysentery,  about  which  a note  appears 
in  the  Foreword,  was  the  next  commonest  infectious  disease:  it 
tends  to  occur  more  in  winter  than  summer.  Personal  hygiene  is 
essential. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination.  This  is  vital,  and  members  of  the 
public,  if  under  40,  are  still  urged  to  ensure  that  they  and  their 
children  are  adequately  protected  against  this  crippling  and  some- 
times fatal  disease:  Polio  could  return  at  any  time  if  the  com- 
munity as  a whole  is  inadequately  protected.  Fortunately  there 
have  been  no  cases  in  Guildford  since  1957,  but  this  disease 
could  recur  at  any  time,  particularly  in  a hot  summer. 

Oral  vaccine,  on  a lump  of  sugar  for  adults  and  school 
children,  or  in  a spoonful  of  syrup  for  younger  children,  is  the 
method  now  in  use:  the  course  consists  of  three  doses,  and,  at 
present,  no  booster  doses  are  being  advised  under  normal  circum- 
stances where  a full  course  of  oral  vaccine  has  been  given. 

The  progress  with  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  in  the 
Guildford  area  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1963,  is  as 

follows:  — 

(a)  (i)  Children  and  young  people  who  received  the  complete 
course  (3  doses)  of  oral  vaccine — 
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Children  bora  between  1946  and  1963 

686 

Young  persons  bora  between  1945  and 

1936  ... 

43 

Persons  born  prior  to  1936  

42 

Children  and  young  people  who  received  3rd  (booster)  doses — 

Children  born  between  1946  and  1963 

Injection 

5 1 

1 57 

Oral 

52  j 

Young  persons  bom  between  1936  and  1945  Injection 

1 ) 

1 23 

Oral 

22  ] 

Persons  bom  prior  to  1936 

Injection 

4 1 

1 23 

Oral 

19  ] 

Children  who  received  4th  (booster)  doses — 

Children  between  the  ages  of  5-12  years 

Injection 

6 I 

|l  ,170 

Oral 

1.164  ] 

A total  of  16.685  children  and  young  persons  up  to  age  27  have 
received  the  3rd  dose  in  the  Guildford  Municipal  Borough  since 
the  inception  of  the  scheme  and  1,500  the  complete  course  (3  doses) 
of  oral  vaccine. 

The  general  position  so  far  as  the  whole  of  the  South  Western 
Division  of  the  County  is  concerned  is  that  54,180  children  and 
young  people  have  received  their  3rd  dose  and  4,020  the  complete 
course  (3  doses)  of  oral  vaccine. 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation.  This  is  normally  given  in 
conjunction  with  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  immunisation,  and  is 
well  worth  while.  Tlie  incidence  of  this  disease  has  been  reduced 
from  106,000  cases  in  England  and  Wales,  with  139  deaths,  in  1954, 
to  8,347  cases,  with  24  deaths,  in  1962.  Apart  from  the  actual 
deaths.  Whooping  Cough  in  infants  can  lead  to  prolonged  ill  health 
and  chest  complications  which  may  cause  permanent  damage  to 
the  lungs.  Most  of  the  deaths  occur  in  un-immunised  children. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children,  in  age 
groups,  who  received  primary  immunisation  and  the  number  of 
reinforcing  doses  given  in  the  Borough  during  1963  : — 

0-4  yre.  5-14  yrs.  Total. 

Primary  injection  575  18  593 

Reinforcing  injection  49  28  77 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  Sixteen  confirmed  cases  of  Diph- 
theria were  notified  in  England  and  Wales  during  1962:  this  is  the 
lowest  figure  ever:  there  were  two  deaths.  In  none  of  these  cases 
had  the  patient  received  the  proper  preventive  injections. 


16 


Only  by  continual  emphasis  on  the  need  for  immunisation 
against  this  disease  can  it  be  kept  under  control:  symptomless 
carriers,  as  in  enteric  fever,  may  occur  in  the  community  and  can 
infect  those  who  are  unprotected.  This  happened  in  1962  in 
Glamorgan  when  eight  cases  occured  and  147  carriers  were  found. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children,  in  age 
groups,  who  received  primary  immunisation  and  the  number  of 
boosting  doses  given  in  the  Borough  during  1963:  — 

0-4  yrs  5-14  yrs.  Total. 

Primary  582  66  648 

Boosting  doses  65  399  464 

Tetanus  Immunisation.  This  is  now  becoming  a routine  pro- 
cedure not  only  for  infants  but  for  school  entrants  and  9-10  year 
olds  in  school.  It  is  given  combined  with  Whooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria  injections,  and  every  child  should  have  it.  Tetanus  is 
a relatively  rare  disease,  but  a very  serious  one,  and  it  caused  41 
deaths  in  1961,  the  latest  year  for  which  figures  have  been 
published. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children,  in  age 
groups,  who  received  primary  immunisation  and  the  number  re- 
immunised in  the  Borough  during  1963:  — 


0-4  yrs 

5-14  yrs. 

Total. 

Primary 

581 

79 

660 

Re-immunisations  

61 

289 

350 

Smallpox  Vaccination.  The  following  table#  shoves  the  vac- 
cinations carried  out  in  the  Borough  during  1963:  — 

0-2  yrs  2-4  yrs  5-14  yrs.  15+  yrs.  Total. 

172  10  7 4 193 

22  re-vaccinations  were  also  completed. 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  during  the  year  (193)  is 
very  much  below  the  previous  year’s  figure  (963).  In  1962  there 
was,  of  course,  an  unprecedented  demand  for  vaccination  owing 
to  the  importation  into  the  country  of  cases  of  smallpox  early  in 
the  year  from  Pakistan. 

In  1963  there  was  no  such  stimulus  to  public  opinion  and  a 
severe  reaction  unfortunately  set  in. 

The  policy  remains  unchanged,  to  encourage  the  vaccination 
of  all  infants;  in  addition  to  protecting  the  infant,  this  reduces  the 
likelihood  of  reactions  if  and  when  the  child  is  re-vaccinated  later 
in  life,  and  gives  a quicker  and  more  efficient  protection  to  those 
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who  may  need  to  be  protected  as  the  result  of  exposure  to  a case 
of  Smallpox  later  in  life.  Vaccination  is  now  advised  soon  after 
the  child’s  first  birthday. 

Tuberculosis.  Thirteen  newly  notified  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  one  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  added 
to  the  register  in  1963,  as  against  nine  and  two  respectively  in  1962. 
One  death  occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  but  there  were 
no  deaths  from  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
There  were  386  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of 
1963  and  384  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  of  new  cases  during 
1963 : — 

Age 

periods.  Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Under  5 ...  1 — 

5—14  ...  1 — 

15—24  ...  2 1 

25 — 44  ...  1 1 

45—64  ...  5 — 

65  & over  ...  1 — 


11  2 


The  following  table  may  be  of  interest — 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  1954 — 1963 


New  Cases  Deaths 


1954 

23 

7 

1955 

35 

8 

1956 

24 

5 

1957 

21 

4 

1958 

24 

3 

1959 

14 

3 

1960 

17 

6 

1961 

24 

3 

1962 

11 

2 

1963 

14 

1 

The  Guildford  Borough,  Godaiming  and  Haslemere  Care 
Committee  for  Tuberculosis  and  Chest  Diseases  continued  in  1963 
its  good  work  of  providing  financial  help  for  patients  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  and  other  chest  diseases  where  assistance  could 
not  be  met  from  other  sources.  Alderman  Edward  Jones,  J.P., 
carries  on  his  excellent  services  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

The  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  Christmas  seals  did  not  quite 
reach  the  previous  year’s  figure,  which  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  now  so  many  seals  on  the  market  at  Christmastime.  The 


Non- 

pulmonary. 
M.  F. 


— 1 


— 1 
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Committee  considers,  however,  that  money  raised  should  be  used 
and  not  kept,  so  that  at  the  end  of  each  year  the  bank  balance  is 
practically  non-existent. 

Five  patients  were  helped  with  temporary  grants  for  extra 
nourishment  and  milk  to  supplement  their  normal  diet.  Two 
families  were  given  grants  towards  bed  linen  and  four  were  helped 
with  television  licences,  the  Committee  being  of  opinion  that  to 
housebound  patients  television  is  their  only  link  with  the  outside 
world.  Three  grants  were  made  for  fuel,  one  patient  was  helped 
with  an  electricity  account,  and  four  families  with  shoes,  pocket 
money  and  fares  to  visit  relatives  in  hospital.  Two  children  went 
to  Sheephatch  School,  Tilford,  for  a holiday,  which  they  greatly 
enjoyed.  Christmas  gifts  in  the  form  of  £1  vouchers  were  sent 
to  ten  patients. 


Mass  Radiography  Service.  During  1963  the  Surrey  Mass 
Radiography  Service  carried  out  7,890  chest  X-rays  in  Guildford 
of  the  general  public  and  industrial  workers,  as  follows:  — 


Males 

Number  of  people  X-rayed  ...  3,700 

Number  of  cases  of  significant 

primary  tuberculosis  6 

Number  of  cases  of  primary  lung 

cancer  3 


Females  Total 

4,190  7,890 

1 7 

— 3 


Included  in  the  above  total  number  of  X-rays  are  4,127  carried 
out  during  the  visit  to  North  Street,  Guildford,  of  a Mobile  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  from  23rd  September — 10th  October,  1963, 
when  everyone  over  15  years  of  age  had  the  opportunity  of  attend- 
ing for  free  X-ray  of  the  chest. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination.  This  vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  is 
available  for  school  children  of  13  years  old  and  upwards,  and  for 
students  attending  Universities,  Teacher  Training  Colleges  and 
other  establishments  of  Further  Education. 

The  figures  of  B.C.G.  Vaccination  are:  — 

Percentage  accepting  the  offer  of  B.C.G.  Vaccination  ...  80.66 

Number  receiving  B.C.G.  Vaccination  917 

Number  immune — Vaccination  not  required  37 


Annual  Report 

of  the 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


for  1963 
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HOUSING. 

It  is  clear  that  the  present  clearance  programme  for  unfit 
nouses  will  not  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1964.  Time  lost 
because  of  lack  of  alternative  accommodation  for  tenants  displaced 
cannot  be  made  up  in  the  next  twelve  months. 

Immediately  a house  is  condemned  the  owner,  not  unnaturally, 
loses  interest  in  maintenance.  It  is  unreasonable  to  expect  owners 
to  do  more  than  keep  the  houses  weatherproof  and  this  is  a 
difficult  enough  problem  in  many  of  the  condemned  houses  which 
are  still  occupied. 

By  31st  January,  1964,  the  Council  had  provided  4,345  dwel- 
lings, of  which  2,781  are  post-war  houses;  during  1963,  56  houses 
have  been  completed  for  sale.  The  waiting  list  of  applicants  for 
housing  (excluding  clearance  and  evictions)  is  still  formidable,  and 
applications  continue  to  be  received  at  the  rate  of  about  27  per 
month.  The  waiting  list  is  now  2,322  subdivided  into  the  following 
categories:  — 

“A”  list — Families  being  considered  for  housing  806 

Single  adults  over  50  years  old 118 

“B”  list — Families  to  be  eventually  transferred  to  “A”  list  when 

various  qualifications  have  been  completed  293 

Single  adults  over  50  years  old 90 

“C”  list — Applicants  living  in  unfurnished  self-contained  accom- 
modation   1,015 

2,322 


Clearance  Programme 

During  1963  the  following  action  was  taken  with  regard  to 
unfit  houses  included  in  the  1960/1965  Clearance  Programme:  — 


Clearance  Areas  and  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders — 

Houses  included  in  areas  represented 

before  1963  

New  areas  represented — 

Bright  Hill,  Hill  Place  and  Sydenham 

Road  

Individual  Unfit  Houses — 

Closing  Orders  made  

Demolition  Orders  made  

Undertakings  accepted 

Local  Authority  property  certified 
unfit  


■a 


15  15  — 

50  — — — 

4 11  — 

— 12  9 1 

— 17  0 


54 


29 


32 


1 
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The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  houses  included 
in  Clearance  Programmes  I and  II  which  have  been  dealt  with  up 
to  the  end  of  December,  1963:  — 


Privately 

owned. 

Council 
owned  or 
controlled. 

Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  only — 

Confirmed  

70 

— 

Awaiting  confirmation 

Number  of  unfit  houses  included  in  Clearance 

— 

— 

Areas /Compulsory  Purchase  Orders — 

Confirmed  

106 

— 

Awaiting  confirmation  

Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  subject 

to 

70 

— 

Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  

Number  of  houses  dealt  with  by  Certificates 

of 

78 

Unfitness  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ... 

Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  where  Under- 

71 

(2  certificates 
cancelled — houses 
made  fit 

takings  have  been  accepted — 

Still  occupied  ...  

7 

— 

Remaining  vacant  

2 

— 

Made  fit  for  habitation 

15 

2 

Number  of  temporary  huts  demolished 

Number  of  houses  demolished  or  closed 

by 

— 

201 

arrangement  with  owners  

11 

359 

274 

Improvement  Grants 

There  are  two  kinds  of  grant  available,  the  “ standard  ” and 
the  “discretionary.”  The  standard  grant  is  intended  to  help  an 
owner  towards  providing  certain  amenities  and  fixed  limits  are 
set.  The  grant  is  limited  to  £155. 

The  discretionary  grant  is  intended  to  help  with  the  provision 
of  additional  dwellings  or  more  extensive  alterations  — for  example 
the  division  of  one  large  house  into  two  smaller  units. 

Neither  grant  is  intended  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  repairs  and 
with  older  houses  owners  are  sometimes  shocked  to  find  that  the 
cost  of  essential  repairs  exceeds  the  cost  of  the  provision  of  the 
standard  amenities.  A reasonable  standard  of  repair  must  be 
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achieved  because  the  Council  must  be  satisfied  that  the  house  will 
remain  fit  and  provide  satisfactory  accommodation  for  a period  of 
at  least  fifteen  years. 

As  fifteen  years  is  far  beyond  the  normal  range  of  envisaged 
clearance  areas  it  is  often  difficult  to  decide  if  a house  will  have 
the  necessary  life  to  qualify  for  a grant. 

During  the  year  64  formal  applications  for  improvement 
grants  were  received.  The  following  table  shows  the  position  with 
regard  to  grants  during  1963:  — 


Formal  applications  received 

Standard 

Grants 

51 

Discretionary 

Grants 

13 

Applications  approved  

51 

13 

Applications  refused  

0 

0 

Grants  approved  to  owner  /occupiers 

33 

0 

Tenanted  houses  

18 

13 

Improvements  completed  

36 

12 

Improvements  not  proceeding 

1 

0 

Number  of  grants  paid 

36 

12 

Total  value  of  grants  paid  

...  £4,647.7.3. 

£3,313. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

The  part  of  this  Act  which  applied  to  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
is  now  little  used. 


One  application  for  a certificate  was  received  during  the  year. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

PARTICULARS  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  BOROUGH 


Ice  cream  manufacturers  

No.  of 
Premises. 

No.  of 
Inspections. 

30 

Number  Registered. 

Milk  and 
Section  16  Dairies 
Drugs  Regulations, 
Act,  1955.  1959. 

1 — 

Ice  cream  distributors 

192 

96 

192 

— 

Dairies  

2 

18 

— 

2 

Milk  shops  (sealed  bottles  only)  ... 

32 

20 

— 

32 

Catering  establishments  (including 
factory  and  school  canteens) 

104 

453 





Licensed  premises  (including  club 
premises)  

59 

96 





Bakehouses 

10 

24 

— 

— 

Flour  confectioners  

23 

51 

— 

— 

Sweet  shops  

92 

42 

— 

— 

Grocers  and  general  stores 

86 

312 

— 

— 

Butchers  and  cooked  meat  manu- 
facturers   

25 

222 

25 

Fishmongers  and  fishfryers  

11 

74 

— 

— 

Greengrocers  

23 

187 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouse  

1 

156* 

— 

— 

Mobile  shops  

— 

23 

— 

— 

Poulterer  

1 

7 

— 

— 

662 

1811 

218 

34 

* Additional  to  attendances  by  Resident  Meat  Inspector. 

Regular  weekly  visits  are  also  paid  to  the  open  market  in  North  Street. 

UNSOUND  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Summary  of  articles  of  food  condemned  during  the  year:  — 

Number  of  Articles  Weight 


Article. 

(Tins,  Packets,  etc.). 

in  lbs. 

Beef  

— 

60,887 

Mutton  

— 

7,933 

Pork  

— 

31,943 

Veal  

— 

775 

Bacon  

— 

46 

Fish  

338 

489 

Fruit  juices  

264 

268 

Fruit  

1,404 

1,501 

Jams,  marmalades,  etc. 

120 

138 

Cream  

159 

164 

Meat  (tinned)  

422 

497 

Poultry  and  game 

46 

513 

Soup  

54 

60 

Vegetables  

1,252 

1,365 

Milk  

102 

108 

Miscellaneous  

128 

124 

Sundries  

102 

115 

4,391 

106,926 

Total  weight — 47  tons,  14  cwts.,  2 qrs.,  22  lbs. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 


Premises 
on  Register 
at  31st  Dec.,  1963 

Milk  Producers  within  the  Borouoh — 

Number  of  Cowkeepere  registered  with  the  Ministry  of 

Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 7 

Number  of  local  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  7 

Number  of  Producer-Wholesalers  7 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Designated  Milk  Licences 
granted  within  the  Borough:  — 

Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  Licences — 

Pasteurised  2 

Dealer’s  Licences — 

Tuberculin  Tested  (farm  bottled) 2 

Dealers’  (Pre-packed)  Milk  Licences — 

Tuberculin  Tested /Pasteurised/ Sterilised  32 

Milk  Vending  Machines 

There  are  two  automatic  vending  machines  in  the  Borough 
and  the  conditions  of  storage  and  distribution  appear  to  be  very 
satisfactory.  The  reports  on  routine  samples  taken  from  these 
sources  have  also  been  satisfactory. 

The  milk  in  one  machine  is  bottled  and  in  the  other  machine 
is  packed  in  non-returnable  containers.  It  is  stored  at  40°F  in 
both  cases. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk — Analysis  of  Results — 1963 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Chum  and  Other  Rinses 

In  conjunction  with  the  investigation  of  unsatisfactory 
bacteriological  samples  of  milk  and  the  routine  inspection  of 
dairies,  five  churn  and  twenty  bottle  rinses  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination.  All  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM 

There  is  one  registered  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  in  the 
Borough  who  manufactures  on  a small  scale  and  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  distributors  including  eight  new  registrations  during  the 
year. 

Satisfactory  provisions  have  been  made  in  accordance  with 
the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947  and  1952,  and 
any  contraventions  found  have  been  remedied. 

During  the  year-  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  inspections  were 
made  of  ice  cream  premises  and  eighty-two  samples  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  ice  cream  samples:  — 

Methylene  Blue  Tests — 

Ice  Cream,  ordinary  (Number  of  samples  submitted  56) — 

Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 

(4»2  hr*.  +)  (212—4  hrs.) 

41  8 7 Nil 

(73.2)  (14.3)  (12.5)  — 

Soft  Ice  Cream — 

(Number  of  samples  submitted  26) — 

Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 

16  2 5 3 

(61.5)  (7.7)  (19.2)  (11.6) 

Investigations  were  carried  out  into  the  processing  of  the  local 
ice  cream  supply  on  the  occasions  when  Grade  3 and  4 results 
were  obtained. 

All  unsatisfactory  samples  were  followed  up  successfully. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  OTHER  FOODS 

During  the  year,  14  samples  of  food  other  than  milk  and  ice 
cream  were  taken.  Of  these,  three  were  taken  in  connection  with 
cases  of  suspected  food-poisoning  and  three  in  connection  with  a 
case  of  Paratyphoid  “B”  1.  Of  the  three  taken  in  connection 
with  suspected  food-poisoning,  one  was  reported  to  contain  a 
moderate  growth  of  Staph.  Aureus. 
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No.  of 

samples  Satis- 
taken.  factory. 

Suet  Pudding  (made 

from  powder)  ...  1 1 

Corned  Beef  1 — 


Parsnips  1 1 

Buns  — artificial  cream 

filling  2 2 

Buns  — artificial  cream 

and  jam  filling  ...  1 1 

Doughnut — artificial 

cream  filling  1 1 

Cream  7 1 


Unsatis- 
factory. (Remarks. 


— Sterile. 

1 Moderate  growth  of  Staph. 
Aureus.  No  Salmonella  or 
Cl.  Welchii  isolated. 

— No  pathogens  or  food- 
poisoning organisms  isolated. 

— Salmonella  not  isolated. 

— Salmonella  not  isolated. 

— Salmonella  not  isolated. 

6 5 — Meth.  blue  decolourised 

in  0 hrs. 

1 — Meth.  blue  decolourised 
in  2 hrs. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

A report  on  the  activities  of  the  Guildford  Hygienic  Food 
Traders’  Guild  appears  on  pages  44  to  51.  Other  work  carried 
out  in  connection  with  food  hygiene  is  reported  upon  elsewhere 
in  this  report. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

From  information  supplied  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  who  is  also  the  Sampling  Officer  appointed  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  one  hundred  and  eighty  samples 
of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  reported  upon 
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Almond  marzipan 
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Coffee,  instant  

ZH 

3 

O 

3 

0 <D 

ZO 

Almonds,  sugared 

1 

1 

— 

Cornflour  

1 

1 

— 

Arrowroot  

1 

1 



Cough  mixture 

1 

1 



Aspirin  tablets  

2 

2 



Cream,  pure  dairy 

1 

1 

— 

Beans,  baked  

1 

1 



Custard  powder 

1 

1 

— 

Beans,  butter  

1 

1 

— 

Dripping  

1 

1 

— 

Beans,  sliced  green 
(frozen)  

1 

! 

Epsom  salts  

Eye  lotion  

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Beef,  tinned  

2 

2 



Ferrodic  tablets  

1 

1 

— 

Beer  

4 

4 

— 

Fish  cakes  (frozen) 

2 

2 

— 

Beer,  ginger,  brewed  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Fish  fingers  (frozen)  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Bi-carbonate  of  soda  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Flavouring  essence 

1 

1 

— 

Black  pudding  

1 

1 



Flour  

2 

2 

— 

Butter  

2 

2 



Fruit  dessert,  strained  ... 

1 

1 



Camphorated  oil 

1 

1 



Fruit  mixture,  dried  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Cereal,  high  protein 

1 

\ 

— 

Fruit  drinks,  etc. 

7 

7 

— 

Cheese,  cream  

1 

1 

— 

Glycerine  

1 

1 

— 

Cheese  flaps  in  tomato 
sauce  

1 

1 

Grape-nuts  

Gripe  water  

1 

1 

1 

— 

Choledyl  tablets 

1 

1 

— 

Gum,  chewing  

2 

2 

— 

Sample 


Sample 


Ice  cream  

Indigestion  tablets 
Iron  jelloids, 

vitaminised  

Jam,  red  plum  

Jelly,  table  

Lard,  pure  English 
* Loganberries  in  heavy 

syrup  

Margarine  

Marmalade,  orange 

Meat  paste  

Milk  

t Milk,  top  of  the 
Milk,  evaporated 

Mincemeat  

Mint  flakes,  dehydrated 
Mutton,  curried  with 

rice  

Oil,  cooking  

Oil,  olive  

Onion  flakes,  dried 

Paraffin,  liquid  

Peanuts,  sugared 
Peas,  processed 

Pease  pudding  

Peel,  cut  mixed 

Pepper,  white  

Pickle,  military  

Pilchards  in  tomato 
Pork  luncheon  meat  . 


Zf- 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

59 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


o 5 
zo 


1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 


Rice,  ground  

t Rose  hip  syrup  

Sage  and  onion  stuffing 

Salt,  garlic  

Salts,  Kruschen  

Sauces  

Sausage,  cooked 
Seasoning,  Italian 

Semolina,  fine  

Soups  

Spice,  mixed  

Spirits  

Spinach  puree  

Steak,  stewed  with  gravy 
Steakburgers  (frozen)  . . . 
Suet,  shredded  beef 
Tapioca,  seed  pearl 
Tartar,  cream  of 

Tea  

Tomato  ketchup 
Tomato  puree, 

condensed  

Tyrozets  

Vanilla  flavouring 
Veg.  and  beef  broth, 

strained  

Vegetables,  mixed 

Vinegars  

Zinc  and  castor  oil 
cream  


* Syrup  deficient  in  strength. 


f Incorrect  labelling. 
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GUILDFORD  SLAUGHTERHOUSE 


Slaughtering  facilities  continued  to  be  provided  at  the  Coun- 
cil’s Slaughterhouse  situated  in  Woodlands  Road.  Animals  are 
slaughtered  on  behalf  of  owners  on  the  “ Line  System  ” of  dress- 
ing by  the  Council’s  Slaughtering  Contractor. 

The  year  showed  a decrease  of  14.84%  in  slaughtering  figures 
compared  with  1962,  largely  due  to  the  drop  in  the  numbers  of 
sheep  and  pigs  slaughtered.  This  can  be  attributed  to  the  severe 
weather  conditions  experienced  during  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
together  with  competition  from  foreign  imports. 


Despite  the  drop  in  killing,  the  facilities  provided  at  the 
slaughterhouse  occasionally  proved  inadequate  to  cope  with  the 
throughput.  This  was  particularly  evident  at  weekends  and  during 
periods  when  sales  and  deliveries  did  not  keep  pace  with  slaughter- 
ing, with  a consequent  overloading  of  available  cold  room  space 
and  shortage  of  equipment.  Difficulties  were  also  experienced  in 
lairaging  animals  due  to  the  condition  of  the  fields  which  during 
the  winter  months  are  unsuitable  for  cattle  even  for  short  periods. 


Meat  Inspection.  Full  time  100%  meat  inspection  was  con- 
tinued by  the  Senior  Meat  Inspector  assisted  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  when  necessary. 
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On  1st  October,  1963,  regulations  came  into  operation  relating 
to  meat  inspection.  These  were  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations, 
1963,  and  governed:  — 

(1)  The  procedure  to  be  adopted  by  Meat  Inspectors. 

(2)  The  marking  of  meat  fit  for  human  consumption. 

(3)  The  maximum  charges  for  meat  inspection. 

(4)  Notice  of  intention  to  slaughter. 

(5)  Removal  of  uninspected  carcases  and  organs. 

These  regulations,  although  in  many  respects  welcome,  be- 
cause they  give  Inspectors  more  control  over  slaughtering,  have  at 
the  same  time  thrown  a heavier  burden  on  to  existing  staff.  A 
good  deal  of  time  which  would  normally  have  been  spent  on 
inspection  and  other  duties  is  now  taken  up  with  the  marking  of 
carcases. 

Recommendations  previously  laid  down  in  Memo  3 (Meat) 
and  left  to  the  discretion  of  Inspectors,  are  now  legal  requirements. 
Many  authorities  have  found  that  their  existing  staffs  cannot 
carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  and  some  meat  is 
still  reaching  the  home  market  uninspected.  In  spite  of  this  it  is 
a fact  that  the  meat  inspection  service  in  this  country  is  superior 
to  that  provided  by  most  other  countries.  When  the  Regulations 
are  fully  operative  and  local  authorities  are  adequately  staffed  the 
service  will  be  unequalled. 

The  charges  for  meat  inspection  levied  by  Guildford  Corpora- 
tion are  below  the  maximum  permissable.  It  is  expected  that  the 
revenue  obtained  will  cover  the  cost  of  the  meat  inspection  service 
without  profit. 

The  notice  of  intention  to  slaughter  does  not  apply  to  this 
slaughterhouse,  and  because  of  the  co-operation  of  wholesalers, 
and  all  slaughterhouse  staffs,  no  real  problems  have  arisen  regard- 
ing the  removal  of  uninspected  or  unmarked  carcases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  animals  inspected 
and  condemnations  made  during  the  year:  — 


Cattle 

exc. 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

'Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

7,445 

1,093 

904 

14,844 

19,074 

43,360 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

6 

15 

22 

28 

72 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2,404 

560 

13 

536 

5,060 

8,573 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with 

disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci  ... 

30.95 

51.78 

3.10 

3.70 

26.68 

19.91 

30 


Tuberculosis  only. 


Cattle 

exc. 

Cows. 


Sheep 

and 

Cows.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs.  Total. 


Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 


or  organ  was  condemned  9 5 


29  43 


Percentage  of  number  in- 


spected affected  with 


Tuberculosis 


0.12  0.46 


0.15  0.10 


Cysticercosis. 


Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  5 


5 


Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  ...  5 


5 


Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   — — — — — — 

Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis.  There  was  again  a slight 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  disease  encountered  during  meat 
inspection  of  2.20%,  which  can  be  mainly  accounted  for  by  the 
greater  number  of  cows  slaughtered.  These  showed  an  increase 
of  9.23%  affected  with  disease,  but  were  again  mainly  localised 
conditions  such  as  parasitic  infestations  of  the  lungs  and  liver. 

Parasitic  infestations  in  sheep  were  the  main  cause  of  con- 
demnations, and  the  slight  increase  may  possibly  be  attributed  to 
the  severe  weather  conditions  earlier  in  the  year.  In  pigs, 
pneumonia  and  parasitic  liver  conditions  were  again  the  main 
reasons  for  condemnation. 

On  the  11th  March,  1963,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  instituted  a slaughter  policy  for  dealing  with 
Swine  Fever.  All  contacts  are  now  slaughtered  on  the  farm 
premises  and  compensation  paid  to  the  farmer.  Swine  Fever 
contact  pigs  are  no  longer  consigned  to  the  slaughterhouse.  Two 
suspected  cases  of  the  disease  were  notified  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  during  the  year,  one  of  which 
was  confirmed. 

Tuberculosis.  Apart  from  a decrease  of  0.24%  in  cattle  other 
than  cows,  there  was  little  change  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease 
during  1963.  Again  Irish  imported  cattle  and  reactors  consigned 
for  slaughter  by  the  Ministry  Veterinary  Officers  were  mainly 
responsible  for  the  disease  being  found  in  cattle  in  the  Slaughter- 
house. Other  cases  were  notified  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  for  further  investigation. 

In  pigs  the  disease  was  found  to  be  entirely  localised  in  the 
head,  and  where  numbers  of  pigs  from  the  same  farm  premises 
were  found  to  be  affected,  these  were  notified  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  for  further  investigation. 
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Cysticercus  Bovis.  There  was  little  change  in  the  number  of 
cases  found  with  no  generalised  cases.  Refrigeration  facilities  at 
the  Slaughterhouse  remain  adequate  to  treat  this  condition. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  Valuable  assistance  was  given  both  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  and  the  Wey- 
bridge  Veterinary  Laboratory  in  their  willingness  to  accept 
specimens  for  Bacteriological  examination  and  to  these  our  thanks 
are  due. 

Specimens  from  one  calf,  two  pigs,  and  one  cow  were  sub- 
mitted for  examination  of  which  the  cow  showed  positive  Sal- 
monellae  infection  and  was  subsequently  condemned. 

Hygiene.  One  of  the  problems  causing  the  most  concern 
during  the  year  was  that  of  rust  and  condensation  dropping  from 
the  overhead  rails  onto  the  carcases. 

In  an  attempt  to  cure  the  problem  of  condensation  two  more 
extract  fans  are  being  fitted  in  the  Pig  Slaughterhall,  but  the 
problem  of  rust  would  appear  to  be  difficult  to  solve  without  a 
complete  overhaul  of  the  overhead  rail  system.  Various  schemes 
have  been  tried  including  brushing  the  rail  with  a mixture  of 
graphite  and  linseed  oil,  but  with  only  limited  success. 

Repairs  are  again  required  to  the  walls  and  floors  of  the 
Slaughterhouse  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  will  be  carried  out 
during  the  coming  year. 

Salmonellae  Investigation.  The  special  investigation  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  ended  during  the  year,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  final  results  will  be  published  by  them  in  1964. 

The  results  for  the  current  year  are  as  follows:  — 


Specimens  Submitted 

No. 

Number 

Positive 

Salmonellae 

Number 

Positive 

E.  Coif 

Drain  swabs  from  lairage,  gut 

room  and  slaughterhall 

51 

— 

— 

Carcase  washing  water  

13 

— 

1 

Carcase  swabs  

382 

— 

— 

Private  Slaughterhouses.  There  are  no  private  slaughter- 
houses operating  within  the  Borough. 

On  several  occasions  during  the  year  the  situation  arose 
whereby  animals  consigned  to  the  slaughterhouse  were  sub- 
sequently removed  by  the  owners  to  farm  premises,  and  except  in 
the  case  of  pigs,  there  was  no  existing  legislation  to  prevent  this 
happening. 

Many  diseases  of  a highly  infectious  nature  are  discovered 
in  animals  at  the  Slaughterhouse  and  the  practice  of  removing  live 
animals  from  these  premises  can  but  increase  the  possible  risk  of 
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the  spread  of  such  diseases  to  otherwise  healthy  animals  on  the 
farms. 

Local  restrictions  could  be  implemented  by  altering  the 
Slaughterhouse  Consignment  Conditions  to  prevent  the  removal 
of  live  animals  except  direct  to  another  Slaughterhouse. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Every  sizeable  town  has  a domestic  smoke  problem  and 
Guildford  is  no  exception.  At  times  the  concentration  of  smoke 
and  mist  — smog  — is  such  that  it  is  intolerable  to  people  with 
chest  conditions  like  bronchitis. 


There  is  ample  proof  that  most  of  the  smoke  comes  from 
domestic  fires.  Many  householders  still  rely  on  wasteful  open 
fires  burning  coal  as  their  only  source  of  space  heating  quite 
oblivious  of  the  fact  that  more  than  half  of  the  money  they  spend 
on  coal  disappears  up  the  chimney.  There  are  many  efficient 
stoves  on  the  market  which  will  double  the  amount  of  useful 
heat  produced  from  solid  fuel  without  fouling  the  atmosphere 
and  it  is  regrettable  that  the  installation  of  these  stoves  has  not 
been  included  in  the  amenities  which  qualify  for  improvement 
grants. 


Unfortunately  changes  in  the  national  fuel  situation,  for 
example  the  changing  methods  of  gas  production,  will  mean  that 
the  production  of  gas  coke  for  open  fires  is  unlikely  to  increase. 
But  there  are  ample  supplies  of  hard  coke  which  is  cheap  and 
efficient  to  bum  in  stoves.  Manufactured  solid  smokeless  fuels  for 


open  fires  are  obtainable  but  they  are  expensive  and  delivery  is 
sometimes  erratic. 

With  the  eventual  abolition  of  the  steam  engine,  smoke  from 
the  railway  engine  sheds  near  the  station  will  stop.  This  will  be 
an  added  incentive,  if  any  is  needed,  to  introduce  smoke  control 
areas  in  Guildford. 

The  two  volumetric  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  instruments 
continue  to  give  valuable  information  which  is  summarised  in  the 


following  table:  — 

Winter. 

SMOK.E. 

Yearly 
Summer.  Average. 

Sulphur  Dioxide. 

Yearly 

Winter.  Summer.  Average 

(Oct.- 

(April- 

(Oct.- 

(Oct.- 

(April- 

(Oct.- 

March) 

Sept.) 

Sept.) 

March) 

Sept.) 

Sept.) 

Typical  rural  site  in  England 

36 

10 

23 

47 

15 

31 

Typical  industrial  site  in  Eng- 
land   

502 

204 

353 

359 

187 

273 

Municipal  Offices  Site — 
Guildford  1961 

109 

30 

70 

118 

58 

88 

1962  ... 

107 

36 

72 

116 

44 

80 

1963  ... 

150 

28 

89 

172 

48 

110 

33 


Average  Results  for  1963 

SMOKE  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1961 

1962 

1963 

January  

115 

113 

184 

146 

133 

324 

February  

106 

108 

139 

100 

116 

185 

March  

119 

109 

42 

125 

119 

62 

April  

54 

79 

48 

74 

61 

74 

May  

40 

33 

37 

64 

54 

51 

June  

30 

25 

20 

48 

49 

51 

July  

27 

22 

11 

41 

24 

31 

August  

— 

22 

16 

— 

24 

29 

September  

— 

34 

37 

— 

31 

50 

October  

40 

141 

52 

49 

95 

45 

November  

77 

162 

71 

80 

149 

67 

December  

196 

233 

241 

205 

217 

214 

All  concentrations  expressed  as  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

The  one  registered  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  Borough 
closed  on  the  31st  March,  1963.  It  had  been  in  existence  for 
many  years  and  provided  accommodation  for  a maximum  of  48 
persons.  The  lodging  house  was  inspected  regularly  and  although 
kept  clean,  the  structure  deteriorated  and  amenities  did  not  keep 
in  step  with  present-day  standards.  The  passing  of  the  Good 
Intent  cannot  therefore  be  greatly  lamented. 

The  lodgings  it  provided,  poor  though  they  may  have  been, 
will  be  missed.  There  is  a great  demand  for  temporary  lodgings 
for  single  men  which  can  only  be  met  by  hostels.  There  are 
premises  within  the  Borough  which  cater  for  this  type  of  trade 
but  they  are  permanently  filled  to  capacity  and  there  is  little  hope 
for  the  casual  caller.  These  other  premises  do  not  fall  within 
the  definition  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  and  are  not  registered 
by  the  Council. 


DISINFECTIONS 

The  Council’s  steam  disinfector  has  been  out  of  action  since 
August  1963  because  the  existing  steam  raising  plant  failed  to 
reach  the  required  standard.  Emergency  arrangements  were  made 
with  Ottershaw  and  Farnham  Hospitals  for  urgent  disinfections 
to  be  carried  out  at  their  plants. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  progressing  on  the  instal- 
lation of  a separate  boiler  for  the  disinfecting  station  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  will  come  into  operation  in  1964. 
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Number  of  Articles  Disinfected  by  Steam. 


From  within 
the  Borough. 

From  outside 
the  Borough. 

Total 

Mattresses  

7 

1 

8 

Blankets  and  bedding 

10 

— 

10 

Pillows  and  bolsters 

6 

— 

6 

Wearing  apparel 

83 

74 

157 

Sundries  

3 

11 

14 

109 

86 

195 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 

(within  the  Borough)  3 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  after  non-notifiable 

diseases  16 

(Terminal  disinfections  are  now  carried  out  in  special  cases  only). 


PEST  CONTROL 

Under  this  heading  can  be  grouped  animals  and  insects  which 
are  vectors  of  dirt  and  disease  or  which  are  a nuisance  when  they 
invade  our  environment.  Two  Pest  Officers  are  employed  by  the 
Council  to  keep  them  under  control.  Treatment  of  dwellinghouses 
is  free  but  charges  are  made  for  other  premises.  One  hundred  and 
fourteen  contracts  have  been  entered  into  and  eight  premises  were 
treated  on  a fixed  price  basis. 

This  service  is  cheap  and  efficient  and  there  are  few  circum- 
stances beyond  the  control  of  the  operators. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Local 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

All  other 
(including 
Business 

Total 

of 

Cols.  1. 

Agricul- 

Authority. 

Houses). 

Premises). 

2&  3. 

tural. 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  Local 

Authority’s  District  

277 

16,839 

2,474 

19,590 

41 

2.  Total  number  of  properties  in- 

spected  as  a result  of  notification 

5 

527 

4 

536 

— 

Number  of  such  properties  found 
to  be  infested  by:  — 

Common  rat  (Major)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Minor)  

4 

480 

3 

487 

— 

Ship  rat  (Major)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Minor)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  mouse  (Major)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Minor)  

1 

47 

1 

49 

— 
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Type  of  Property 
(Non- Agricultural) 


(1) 

(2) 

Dwelling 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Houses 

All  other 

Total 

(including 

(including 

of 

Local 

Council 

Business 

Cols.  1. 

Agricul- 

Authority. 

Houses). 

Premises). 

2 & 3. 

tural  _ 

3.  Total  number  of  properties  in- 

spected in  the  course  of  surrey 

under  the  Act  

2 

71 

130 

203 

31 

Number  of  such  properties  found 
to  be  infested  by:  — 

Common  rat  (Major)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Minor)  

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ship  rat  (Major)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Minor)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  mouse  (Major)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Minor)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Total  number  of  properties  other- 

wise inspected  (e.g.  when  visited 
primarily  for  some  other  purpose) 
Number  of  such  properties  found 
to  be  infested  by:  — 

152 

2,983 

1,711 

4,846 

210 

Common  rat  (Major)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Minor)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ship  rat  (Major)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Minor)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  mouse  (Major)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Minor)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Total  inspections  carried  out — in- 
cluding re-inspections  

6.  Number  of  infested  properties  (in 

319 

4,127 

3,372 

7,818 

302 

Sections  2,  3 and  4)  treated  by  the 
Local  Authority  

5 

527 

4 

536 



7.  Total  treatments  carried  out  includ- 
ing re-treatments  

8.  Number  of  notices  served  under  the 

56 

522 

554 

1,132 

31 

Act — Section  4 : — 

(a)  treatment  

(b)  structural  work  (i.e.  proof- 

— 

— 

— 

ing)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Number  of  cases  in  which  default 

action  was  taken  following  the 
issue  of  a notice  under  Section  4 of 

the  Act  t .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Legal  Proceedings  

11.  Number  of  “ Block  ” control 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

schemes  carried  out  

— 

5 

4 

9 

— 

Summary  of  Visits  to  Premises  by 

Pests  Officers. 

Local  Dwelling 

Authority  houses 

Business  Agricul- 

premises  tural  Total 

First  visits  

5 527 

4 — 536 

Subsequent  visits  ... 

165  969 

1,527  69  2,730 

Rodent  infestations  reported  were  of  a minor  character  and 
treatments  carried  out,  mainly  with  “ Warfarin,”  were  highly 
successful.  Infestations  are  reported  in  the  early  stages,  thus 
enabling  the  speedy  completion  of  treatments.  Business  firms  still 
appreciate  regular  servicing  of  their  premises  on  a contract  basis 
and  appear  to  be  highly  satisfied  with  the  service  provided  at  an 
economic  cost. 
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Systematic  Treatment  of  Sewers.  The  annual  sewer  treatment 
was  carried  out  during  the  period  21st-28th  May,  1963.  The  fact 
that  there  is  no  evidence  of  serious  infestation  in  sewers  indicates 
the  value  of  this  regular  prophylactic  treatment. 

The  banks  of  the  River  Wey  have  also  been  given  their 
annual  treatment.  This  prevents  rats  spreading  from  this  source 
into  adjoining  premises,  from  which  they  would  be  much  more 
difficult  to  dislodge. 

During  the  year  a wide  variety  of  premises  found  to  be 
infested  with  an  equally  wide  variety  of  insects  were  treated:  — 


Reasons  for  Disinfestation 

Number  of 
Premises 
Disinfected. 

Bugs  

5 

Fleas  

7 

Flies  

30 

Wasps  

98 

Ants  

50 

Beetles  

10 

Silverfish  

3 

Mosquitoes*  

— 

Maggots  

1 

Moths  

— 

Woodlice  

♦Treatments  for  the  control  of  mosquitoes  in  ponds,  ditches  and  water 
courses  within  the  Borough  are  carried  out  as  a routine  in  the  spring  of 
each  year,  which  has  resulted  in  the  prevention  of  infestations  of  adjacent 
residential  areas.  Before  these  treatments  were  commenced,  numerous 
complaints  were  received  annually,  but  during  the  past  year,  no  complaints 
were  received. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  Made. 

No.  of 
Visits. 

Complaints  investigated  (excluding  rats  and  mice) 489 

Nuisances  found  437 

No  nuisances  found  52 

Public  Health  Act. 


Properties  under  Notice  

Infectious  disease  enquiries 

Verminous  premises,  insect  pests,  etc 

Drains  tested  or  inspected  

Cesspools,  etc 

Caravans  

Schools  

Places  of  public  entertainment  

Offensive  trades  

Keeping  of  animals  (including  Pet  Animals  Act)  ... 

Public  Conveniences  

Common  Lodging  Houses  

Pollution  of  water  courses  

Swimming  pools,  paddling  pools,  etc. — samples  taken 


1,418 

521 

63 

626 

34 

154 

6 

34 

11 

210 

215 

9 

130 

23 
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No.  of 
Visits. 

Housing  Acts  and  Rent  Act,  1957. 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act,  1957  (first  visit)  573 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act,  1957  (subsequent  visits) 1,269 

Inspections  re  improvement  grants  396 

Overcrowding  57 

Visits  to  Council  owned  properties  929 

Inspections  re  Rent  Act 10 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

Factories — mechanical  power 203 

Factories — no  mechanical  power  13 

Outworkers  49 

Food  Premises  and  Sampling. 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  etc.  96 

Slaughterhouse  * 1 52 

Butchers’  shops  and  cold  stores  221 

Fishmongers’  premises  (wet  and  fried) 74 

Cooked  meat  factory  1 

Cafes,  restaurants,  etc 453 

Bakehouses  and  flour  confectioners  75 

Ice  cream  premises  126 

Dairies  and  milkshops 38 

Other  food  shops,  market  stalls,  etc 586 

Bacteriological  milk  samples  obtained 192 

Bacteriological  rinses  from  milk  chums,  bottles,  etc 14 

Bacteriological  ice  cream  samples 81 

Bacteriological  samples  of  other  foods 47 

Bacteriological  specimens  (Public  Health  Laboratory  Research)  446 

Bacteriological  water  samples  (mains  water  and  swimming  baths)  82 

Chemical  water  samples  55 

Visits  re  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild 287 

Rodent  and  Insect  Control 

Rats  and  mice  infestations  (first  visits) 602 

Rats  and  mice  infestations  (subsequent  visits)  2,730 

Insect  pests  435 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Visits  re  smoke  control  and  nuisances 236 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 

Visits  under  Waste  Foods  Order,  1957  33 

Visits  re  movement  of  animals,  licences,  etc 213 

Cattle  Market  88 

Noise  Abatement  Act 4 

Interviews  339 

Miscellaneous  621 

♦Additional  to  attendances  by  Resident  Meat  Inspector 

Abatement  of  Nuisances,  etc. 

Work  completed  Work  done 
by  Owners.  by  Council. 

Choked  drains,  soil  water 92  — 

Choked  drains,  surface  water  8 — 

Drains  requiring  reconstruction,  soil  water 28  — 

Drains  requiring  reconstruction,  surface  water  ...  7 — 

Defective  soil  pipes 5 — 
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Defective  ventilation  shafts  

Work  completed 
by  Owners. 

3 

Work  done 
by  Council. 

Defective  manhole  covers 

9 

— 

Defective  pans  and  traps  of  water  closets  

41 

— 

Defective  flush  pipes  and  w.c.  cisterns  

29 

— 

Cleansing  of  sanitary  conveniences  

4 

— 

Defective  waste  pipes  (bath,  lavatories  or  sinks) 

30 

— 

Defective  sinks  

10 

— 

Defective  eavesgutters  or  rainwater  pipes 

93 

: — 

Defective  cesspools  or  cesspools  to  be  abolished 

1 

— 

Defective  gullies  

4 

— 

Offensive  accumulations  

31 

— 

Animals,  poultry,  etc 

5 

— 

Infestations  by  rats  and  mice  

— 

536 

Verminous  premises  and  insect  pests 

1 

205 

Insufficient  or  defective  water  supply 

11 

— 

Defective  dustbins  

18 

395 

Defective  yard  paving  

6 

— 

Rooms  requiring  redecoration  and  cleansing 

23 

— 

Defective  chimney  flues  and  pots  

5 

— 

Damp  walls  due  to  external  defects  

8 

— 

Lighting  defective  or  insufficient  

1 

— 

Overcrowding  

6 

— 

Rent  book — name  and  address  M.O.H.  or  P.N. 
absence  of  

4 

_ 

Ventilation  defective  or  insufficient  

33 

— 

Damp  walls  due  to  defective  damp  proof  courses 

16 

— 

Defective  fireplaces  or  stoves  

4 

— 

Defective  gas  fittings  

1 

— 

Defective  windows  and  doors  

100 

— 

Defective  roofs  

65 

' — 

Defective  brickwork  or  pointing  

81 

— 

Defective  floors  

22 

— 

Defective  plaster  

68 

— 

Defective  stairs  

3 

— 

Absence  of  or  insufficient  accommodation  for  food 
storage  





Defective  coppers  

1 

— 

Defective  sub-floor  ventilation 

— 

— 

Pollution  of  water  courses  

7 

— 

New  w.c’s  erected  

2 

— 

Air  pollution  

2 

— 

STATUTORY  NOTICES. 


Number  of  Legal  Notices  Issued  for  Abatement  or  Abolition  of 

Nuisances 

Compiled  Done  in 

Served.  with.  Default. 


Public  Health  Act,  1961,  Section  17 3 3 — 

Public  Health  Act,  1961,  Section  26 3 — — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  39  2 2 — 

Public  Health  Act,  1961,  Section  44 1 1 — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  45  2 2 — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  51 1 1 — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  75 2 1 — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  83 1 1 — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93 16  19  — 

Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  9 15  7 1 
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Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  78 
Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  90 
Factories  Act,  1961,  Section  7 . 


Compiled  Done  in 
Served.  with.  Default. 

1 1 — 

1 — — 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


During  the  year, 
following  cases:  — 

Act. 

Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  1960. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  the 


Offence. 

Insanitary  premises. 

Sale  of  mouldy 
wheatmeal  loaf. 

Failure  to  repair  de- 
fective roof. 


Result  of  Prosecution. 

Fined  £20. 

Fined  £5. 

Fined  2 guineas. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  ORDERS,  ETC. 

In  Guildford  duties  under  the  above  Act  and  many  Orders 
are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Guildford  is 
the  centre  of  an  important  rural  community  as  its  market  and 
slaughterhouse  bear  testimony.  Inspectors  are  on  duty  on  market 
days  to  issue  movement  licences,  a time  consuming  but  necessary 
operation  if  control  is  to  be  maintained. 

The  Veterinary  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  are  always  most  helpful  and  the  closest  liaison 
is  maintained  with  them. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 

All  plants  used  for  boiling  waste  food  for  poultry  and  pigs 
must  conform  to  certain  standards  and  are  licensed.  During  the 
year  eleven  licenses  were  issued. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Three  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  renewal 
of  licences  in  respect  of  premises  used  for  the  sale  of  pet  animals. 
The  premises  are  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner  and  all  three 
licences  were  renewed. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  -1959. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Number  of  Number  of 


Number  on 
Register. 

Number  of 
Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  local  authority  

20 

14 

1 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  local  authority  

163 

243 

23 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  local 
authority  (excluding  out 

workers’  premises)  

35 

33 

223 

290 

24 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found:  — 


Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  

5 

4 

Inadequate  ventilation  

— 

1 

Absence  of  thermometer  in  workroom 

— 

— 

Absence  of  washing  facilities  in  workroom  

1 

1 

No  abstract  provided  

Sanitary  conveniences — 

3 

4 

(a)  Insufficient  

6 

5 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  

15 

12 

(c)  Absence  of  artificial  lighting 

5 

3 

(d)  Requiring  cleansing  

10 

12 

(e)  New  w.c’s  erected  

— 

1 

(f)  Not  separate  for  the  sexes 

1 

1 

Unregistered  premises  

Other  offences  (not  including  offences  relating  to 

— 

1 

outwork)  

5 

7 

Lighting  insufficient  

3 

3 

54  55 


OUTWORKERS. 

Sections  110  and  111. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Outworkers 
employed  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  and  the  types  of  work 
done:  — 
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Section  110. 


Section  11. 

(5)  (6)  (7) 


O) 


(2)  (3)  (4) 


Nature  of  Work 


Wearing  apparel  — making,  etc. 


cleaning  and  washing 
Model  motor  assembly 


34 


Total 


34 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  Guildford,  Godaiming  and  District  Water  Board,  which 
has  operated  since  October,  1952,  is  responsible  for  Guildford’s 
water  supply. 

The  undertaking  is  responsible  for  an  area  approximately  145 

square  miles  in  extent,  and  the  total  population  supplied  is 
120,000.  Pumping  stations  supplying  Guildford  Borough  are 
situated  as  follows:  — 

1.  Josephs  Road  Pumping  Station  <3  bore-holes). 

2.  Millmead  Pumping  Station  (2  bore-holes). 

3.  Dapdune  Pumping  Station  (2  bore-holes). 

Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  with 
regard  to  water  abstracted  at  Dapdune  pumping  station,  which 
was  found  to  have  a very  slight  taste  and  odour  of  oil  at  times. 
Remedies  now  in  hand  will  rectify  this  situation  in  the  immediate 
future. 


WATER  SAMPLING, 


During  the  year,  53  routine  samples  of  water  for  chemical 
analysis  and  39  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were  taken 
from  the  under-mentioned  sources  (these  samples  are  taken  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  are  additional  to  the  routine  samples 
taken  by  the  Water  Board):  — 
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Chemical  Samples.  Bacteriological  Samples. 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory.  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


Ladymead  Pumping  Station 

15 

— 

9 

— 

Millmead  Pumping  Station 

11 

— 

6 

— 

Dapdune  Pumping  Station 
Private  Premises — 

15 

— 

7 

— 

Mains  supplies 

4 

— 

17 

— 

Deep  wells 

8 

— 

— 

— 

53 
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SWIMMING  BATHS. 

There  are  two  Public  Swimming  Baths  in  Guildford: — 

(1)  Castle  Street  Baths,  owned  by  the  Corporation.  Eleven  slipper 
baths  are  also  available  at  these  premises. 

(2)  Guildford  Lido  Open-air  Swimming  Pool,  also  owned  by  the 
Corporation. 


There  are  also  three  children’s  paddling  pools,  one  at  Stoke 
Park  and  two  at  Guildford  Lido. 


Both  swimming  baths  and  the  paddling  pools  are  supplied  with 
mains  water  and  with  the  exception  of  Stoke  Park  Paddling  Pool 
operate  on  the  “ break  point  ” chlorination  system.  The  water 
in  Stoke  Park  paddling  pool  is  chlorinated  at  frequent  intervals 
during  the  summer  season. 


During  the  year  the  following  bacteriological  samples  of  swim- 
ming bath  waters  were  submitted  for  examination:  — 


Bacteriological  Samples. 
Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


Castle  Street  Baths  6 

Lido  Swimming  Pool  4 

Lido  Paddling  Pool  4 

Stoke  Park  Paddling  Pool  1 


Private  School  Swimming  Pool  5 


1 


Chemical  Samples. 
Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

1 — 

1 — 


20  1 


2 


The  unsatisfactory  report  at  the  Baths  refers  to  the  presence 
of  coliform  bacilli  and/or  faecal  coli  in  very  small  numbers. 
Repeat  samples  were  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works.  The  extended  works  continue  to 
operate  satisfactorily. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  states  that  the  modernisation  of  the 
older  section  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  now  been  com- 
pleted and  this  old  section  and  the  recent  extensions  are  now 
treating  million  gallons  daily  dry  weather  flow. 

Drainage.  Tests  were  applied  to  626  existing  drains  (chiefly 
in  connection  with  housing  inspections)  35  existing  drains  were 
reconstructed  and  100  freed  from  obstruction.  New  drainage  in- 
stallations are  supervised  and  tested  by  the  Building  Inspectors. 

Cesspools.  The  number  of  cesspools  and  private  disposal 
plants  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  December,  1963  was  139. 
Cesspools  are  emptied  by  mechanical  means  as  and  when  required 
and  the  service  provided  is  satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  — REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  following  information  is  supplied  by  the  Borough  Sur- 
veyor:— 

The  greater  part  of  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  incineration,  but 
the  proportion  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  is  increasing.  The 
weight  of  the  house  and  trade  refuse  disposed  of  during  the  year 
was  21,077  tons.  The  period  of  time  elapsing  between  collections 
of  domestic  refuse  was  generally  eight  days.  The  experimental 
system  of  paper  sacks  for  refuse,  introduced  on  a Council  housing 
estate,  is  satisfactory,  and  the  use  of  paper  sacks  has  been  extended 
into  an  adjacent  private  housing  estate.  More  recent  designs  in 
holders  for  paper  sacks  are  being  investigated. 

From  the  public  health  angle  this  system  is  highly  satisfactory, 
being  much  more  hygienic  from  the  householder’s  point  of  view, 
and  speedier  and  cleaner  during  the  process  of  collection.  An 
increasing  number  of  food  traders  and  catering  establishments  have 
also  been  persuaded  to  introduce  this  system  independently, 
especially  where  there  is  insufficient  storage  space  for  refuse  bins. 
These  traders  appear  to  be  highly  satisfied  with  the  system,  the 
only  disadvantage  being  the  relatively  high  cost  of  the  paper  sacks. 

During  the  year,  18  dustbins  were  found  to  be  defective  at 
privately  owned  properties,  which  were  replaced  in  all  instances. 
At  Corporation  properties,  395  new  dustbins  were  supplied. 
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HYGIENIC  FOOD  TRADERS’  GUILD. 
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Multiple  Traders. 
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Caterers’  Association  of  Great  Britain 
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Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  and  Distri- 
butors. 
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H.  C.  REEVE  (from  25.11.63). 
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GUILDFORD  HYGIENIC  FOOD  TRADERS’  GUILD. 

To:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Guildford  and  Members 

of  the  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  the  sixteenth  Annual  Report  on 
the  work  of  the  Guild  during  the  year  ending  29th  February,  1964. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  the  year  1962 
another  fall  in  the  incidence  of  food -poisoning  was  recorded. 
Whilst  over  9,000  persons  were  affected  this  compared  very  favour- 
ably with  1961  when  more  than  12,700  persons  were  affected  and 
shows  in  fact,  a decrease  of  24  per  cent  in  the  number  of  cases. 
Twenty  three  cases  ended  fatally.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  note  this 
continued  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  food-poisoning  but  too 
many  avoidable  cases  still  occur,  with  processed  and  made-up 
dishes  being  incriminated  in  over  two-thirds  of  the  cases  reported. 

This  overall  picture  of  the  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
food-poisoning  in  England  and  Wales  is  reflected  locally  where 
only  six  cases  were  reported  in  Guildford.  Let  us  not  forget  how- 
ever that  many  mild  cases  do  not  receive  medical  attention  and 
are  therefore  not  notified. 

We  did  have  in  Guildford  however  an  outbreak  of  chemical 
food-poisoning  when  nine  persons  suffered  illness  with  a pronounced 
“ nettle-rash  ” after  eating  minced  beef  at  lunch.  Investigations 
were  carried  out  and  specimens  of  a substance  called  “ Salox- 
Red  ” were  sent  for  analysis.  This  proved  that  “ Salox-Red  ” 
which  imparts  a bright  red  colour  to  beef,  was  found  to  contain 
nicotinic  acid  which,  if  consumed  in  too  high  a concentration, 
can  then  set  up  the  illness  described  above.  You  may  remember 
that  this  use  of  substances  to  enhance  the  red  colour  of  beef 
became  a subject  of  interest  in  the  national  press  with  the  result 
that  the  Government  took  rapid  action  and  legislation  was  passed 
which  debarred  the  addition  of  any  substance  containing  nicotinic 
acid  to  any  foodstuff. 

The  changing  trend  in  the  retail  distribution  of  food  whereby 
the  small  individual  trader  is  being  replaced  by  Supermarkets  still 
continues  and  will  continue  no  doubt,  for  sometime,  especially  in 
the  attractive  shopping  centre  which  Guildford  is  proving  to  be. 
This  means  of  course  that  the  officials  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment have  to  devote  more  of  their  time  and  attention  to  those 
activities  carried  on  “ behind  the  scenes  ” of  the  Supermarkets, 
where  an  infection,  affecting  a large  number  of  people  could  easily 
be  imparted  to  a foodstuff,  during  the  preparation  and  packaging 
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of  the  commodity.  Thus  it  becomes  more  and  more  important 
that  endeavour  be  made  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  shop  assistants 
the  necessity  to  practice  the  highest  possible  standards  of  food 
hygiene. 

This  report  would  not  be  complete  without  reference  to  the 
loss  of  our  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  A.  Perry,  occasioned  by  his 
being  appointed  Public  Health  Advisory  Officer  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  As  you  all  possibly  know,  Mr  .Perry  was  the  person  who 
first  thought  of  the  formation  of  this  Guild  of  which  we  are  now 
members  and  we  thank  Mr.  Perry  again  for  his  indefatigable 
efforts  to  make  the  Hygienic  Food  Trader’s  Guild  the  virile  body 
that  it  is  to-day.  Let  us  also  at  this  meeting,  welcome  Mr.  H.  C. 
Reeve,  who  on  being  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Perry  in  Guildford, 
has  agreed  to  be  the  Hon  Secretary  of  the  Guild. 

At  this  time,  I would  like  to  thank  the  Guildford  Borough 
Council  and  its  Officers  for  the  support  which  they  continue  to 
give  to  the  Guild.  It  is  also  my  duty  to  extend  our  thanks  to  Mr. 
E.  W.  Perrin  for  his  services  as  a member  of  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee of  the  Guild  since  1960,  and  to  wish  him  well  in  the  future. 

(Signed)  R.  F.  SPARROW. 

Chairman  of  the  Advisory  Committee. 
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GUILDFORD  HYGIENIC  FOOD  TRADERS’  GUILD 
SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
ON  THE  WORK  OF  THE  GUILD 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  29th  FEBRUARY,  1964. 

Whilst  it  is  my  pleasure  to  submit  the  sixteenth  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Guild,  it  must  be  remembered  that  most  of  the 
work  carried  out  during  the  year  under  review  was  carried  out  by 
my  predecessor,  Mr.  H.  A.  Perry.  It  is  however  pleasing  to  be  able 
to  report  that  continued  progress  has  been  made  and  that  despite 
the  fact  that  an  increasing  number  of  small  food  trader  members 
have  had  to  give  up  their  businesses,  as  they  found  they  could  not 
compete  with  the  larger  firms,  the  present  trade  membership  repre- 
sents 66%  of  food  premises  eligible  for  Guild  membership. 

Mr.  Smith,  Food  Hygiene  Inspector,  reports  that  members 
have  continued  to  co-operate  closely  with  him  in  his  efforts  to 
maintain  the  high  standard  of  food  hygiene  which  we  now  expect  in 
Guildford  and  for  this  he  is  most  grateful. 

It  has  been  noticed  during  the  past  year  that  the  bulk  of 
complaints  from  consumers,  stemmed  from  poor  stock  rotation 
and  members  are  reminded  of  the  need  to  maintain  strict  stock 
rotation  and  to  ensure  that  all  members  of  their  staff  appreciate 
the  importance  of  this.  This  is  especially  important  where  supplies 
of  foodstuffs  sold  in  self-service  shops  are  replenished  by  various 
roundsmen  without  reference  to  the  shop  management.  This  is  a 
practice  which  is  becoming  more  common  and  has  already  resulted 
in  one  prosecution  in  Guildford. 

The  attention  of  Guild  trader  members  is  drawn  to  a new  Act 
of  Parliament  called  The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 
1963  which  makes  provision  for  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  of 
people  employed  in  these  premises.  Certain  sections  of  the  Act, 
including  the  requirement  to  register  premises  will  be  brought  into 
force  on  1st  May,  1964.  Instead  of  buying  a copy  of  the  actual 
Act,  members  would  be  well  advised  to  buy  a booklet,  published 
by  Her  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office  at  the  price  of  two  shillings  and 
sixpence,  and  called  “ The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  1963  ” — a General  Guide.  This  excellent  booklet  is  now 
available  at  most  stationers  and  at  any  Employment  Exchange  and 
explains  in  everyday  language  what  shopkeepers  must  do  to  bring 
their  premises  into  line  with  the  requirement  of  the  Act.  Pur- 
chasers of  this  booklet  will  find  an  Order  Form  at  the  back  of  the 
book  which  should  be  filled  in  and  sent  to  the  address  given  in 
order  to  ensure  that  they  receive  free  copies  of  all  regulations  which 
will  be  made  at  a later  date  on  a number  of  matters  covered  by 
the  Act  . 
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Membership.  Thirteen  new  trader  members  were  enrolled 
during  the  year,  eight  transfers  of  membership  were  approved  and 
thirty  one  memberships  were  cancelled  due  to  businesses  closing 
down  or  premises  now  being  classified  as  Departmental  Food 
Stores. 


The  following  table  shows  the  present  state  of  membership  in 
relation  to  the  various  trades.  The  total  trade  membership  repre- 
sents 66%  of  the  food  premises  in  the  Borough: — 


Number  of 
Premises  to 

N umber  of 
Trader 

which  Guild 

Members 

Ice-cream  manufacturers  and  wholesale  dis- 

applies 

accepted 

tributors  

2 

2 

Dairies  (excluding  milkshops) 

4 

4 

Bakehouses  and  flour  confectioners 

Catering  establishments  (including  school 

...  19 

8 

and  factory  canteens)  

...  104 

70 

Grocers  and  general  stores  

...  86 

63 

Butchers  and  cooked  meat  manufacturers 

...  25 

21 

Fishmongers  and  fishfryers  

...  11 

8 

Poulterer  

1 

1 

Greengrocers  

...  23 

12 

Sugar  confectioners  and  mixed  trades  

...  45 

23 

Licensed  premises 

...  59 

34 

Mobile  shops  

— 

2t 

Departmental  Food  Stores  

9 

8 

— 

— *- 

388 

256 

fTotal  number  of  mobile  shops  is  not  known. 

Food-Poisoning. 

Of  the  six  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during  the  year, 
none  could  be  definitely  stated  to  be  the  result  of  a food  borne 
infection. 

A local  practitioner  reported  by  telephone  that  within  the 
previous  hour  he  had  been  called  to  visit  two  families  in  Guildford 
who  within  a short  time  of  having  lunch  became  ill  and  nine 
persons  involved  developed  an  acute  urticaria.  The  doctor,  during 
questioning,  discovered  that  both  families  had  had  minced  beef  for 
lunch  and  that  the  minced  beef  had  been  purchased  from  the  same 
shop  in  Guildford.  This  shop  was  immediately  visited  and  the 
manager  was  requested  to  demonstrate  how  the  minced  beef  was 
prepared.  Everything  went  well  until  a packet  of  smooth  white 
powder  was  produced  and  a small  amount  of  the  powder  weighed 
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out  very  carefully,  before  being  sprinkled  over  the  minced  beef. 
There  was  nothing  on  the  outside  of  the  packet  of  “ Salox-Red  ” as 
it  was  called  to  indicate  what  the  chemical  constituents  of  the 
powder  might  be  so  a sample  of  the  powder  was  taken  for  sub- 
mission to  the  Public  Analyst.  The  shop  manager  was  warned 
that  this  powder  should  not  be  added  to  any  meat  or  meat  products 
until  the  result  of  the  analysis  was  known.  The  Analyst’s  report 
showed  that  the  powder  contained  ascorbic  acid  and  nicotinic  acid. 
The  latter  substance  which  is  used  in  medicine  has  a strong  vaso- 
dilatory  action  and  when  given  in  therapeutic  doses  it  may  cause 
flushing  of  the  face,  pounding  in  the  head  and  a sensation  of  heat. 

As  you  may  have  read  in  some  of  the  national  newspapers 
of  last  December,  it  was  discovered  that  over  and  above  “ Salox- 
Red  ” other  named  powders  such  as  “ Primox  ” and  “ Evered  ” 
were  used  for  the  brightening  of  red  meat  and  the  Government 
took  quick  action  in  prohibiting  the  use  of  all  these  powders. 
Prior  to  the  introduction  of  this  legislation,  visits  to  all  the  butchers’ 
shops  in  Guildford  had  ensured  that  no  additives  of  any  kind  were 
used  in  the  preparation  of  minced  beef  or  other  beef  products. 

Special  Investigations. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
the  investigation  into  the  presence  of  Salmonellae  organisms  in 
meat  and  meat  products;  raw  pork  pie  meat  and  sausage  meat; 
swabs  from  the  drainage  system  at  the  public  Slaughterhouse  and 
also  from  pig  carcases  at  the  Slaughterhouse  was  continued,  with 
the  following  results:  — 


No.  oif  Samples 
Submitted 

No.  Negative  No.  Positive 

Pork  Pie  Meat  (uncooked)  ... 

17 

17  — 

Pork  Sausage  Meat  

16 

16  — 

Drain  Swabs  

51 

51  — 

Carcase  Swabs  

...  382 

382  — 

Because  of  pressure  of  work.  Dr.  Cook  of  the  Laboratory 
Service  asked  in  May,  1963  that  no  further  samples  of  Pie  and 
Sausage  meat  be  submitted. 

Lectures  and  Film  Shows. 

During  the  year,  nine  lectures  and  film  shows  were  given  to 
nine  hundred  and  seventy  six  senior  pupils  at  local  schools,  includ- 
ing some  private  schools.  The  subject  of  the  lectures  was  “ Food 
Hygiene  and  Food  Poisoning  ” and,  judging  by  the  interest  shown 
and  the  most  intelligent  questions  asked  by  students  at  the  end  of 
the  lectures,  it  was  evident  that  these  lectures  are  greatly  apprecia- 
ted and  deserving  of  repetition  annually. 
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Conclusion. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  with  the  higher  standards  of  education 
which  we  now  hope  for  there  should  be  a much  greater  apprecia- 
tion of  the  necessity  for  maintaining  the  highest  standards  of 
cleanliness  in  food  handling.  This  is  particularly  true  of  young 
people  entering  the  food  trade  from  school. 

I have  no  doubt  from  what  I have  already  seen  in  Guildford 
that  the  Guild  has  played  an  important  part  in  achieving  both 
better  standards  and  better  education. 

Members  may  not  be  aware  of  the  national  reputation  enjoyed 
by  the  Guild  but  I can  assure  them  that  it  is  well  known  far  beyond 
the  bounds  of  Guildford  and  has  been  emulated  in  one  form  or 
another  in  many  other  districts.  I am  particularly  pleased  to  be 
associated  with  it. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  members 
of  the  Council  and  Advisory  Committee  for  making  me  feel  so 
welcome  and  to  the  staff  for  making  the  transition  so  smooth. 

H.  C.  REEVE, 

Hon.  Secretary. 
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